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The Northside Spirit  

April 2016 Sunday Worship 10:00AM 
 

Northside United Methodist Church 

701 Airline Road, Brewster, MA 02631 Pastorôs Corner 

 

He is risen!  He is lord of my life.  His kingdom has 

been birthed! 

 

That was their message Easter morn.  The               

resurrection of Jesus in the hearts, minds, and lives of 

at least some that day was God's "Yes" to Jesus and 

God's  profound "No" to those who condemned and 

crucified him --- his triumph over sin and death.  In 

Jerusalem, that was a "No" to those with might ... and 

a "Yes" to those who hungered and thirsted for God's             

righteousness.  It was a "Yes" to the ways of         

compassion, of equality, and of relational harmony ... 

and a "No" to egoism, self-interest, and even fear. 

 

And yet (according to CNN), as we sang songs and 

hugged one another in joy yesterday, 341 people, 

mostly Christians, were injured, and many viciously 

killed, by a terrorist bomb in  Lahore, Pakistan.  The 

Christians makes up only 2% of the population there; 

and tensions are high between them and a hardline 

Muslim core that wants to see a strict interpretation 

of Islamic law take precedence in Pakistan's legal 

system. 

 

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, a Lahore  

native, is reported to have condemned the blast.  "Our 

goal," he told law enforcement and intelligence offi-

cials today, "is not only to eliminate the terror        

infrastructure, but also the extremist mindset, which 

is a threat to our way of life." 

 

The Sadducees condemned Jesus, because he seemed 

to preach a message against their sense of pure and 

right Temple worship.  The High Priest, Caiaphas, 

condemned Jesus (Mark' Gospel tells us) out of 

"jealousy," wanting to maintain control and all the 

benefits that come of it.  The scribes (lawyers) of the 

elders and the Pharisees wanted Jesus dead, because 

he seemed to be advocating ways of being right with 

God that weren't exactly in keeping with the way that 

they interpreted the law.  ...Extremist mindsets?? 

 

 

But he is risen!  He is lord of my life.  And his 

kingdom is the kingdom in which all can find 

peace, self-worth, and harmony.  Prime Minister 

Sharif says that the goal must be to "eliminate the 

extremist mindset."  How true!  Jesus went into 

Jerusalem to do just that!  ...Though they would 

act like terrorists and kill him!... 

 

And yet, the centurion, the one who                  

hammered the nails, had a heart and mindset 

change that day as he looked up at Jesus on the 

cross:  "Surely, this man was God's son!" He said.  

(Mark 15:39)  And not only that, but two members 

of the Temple Council had a change in mindset - 

Nichodemus and Joseph of Arimethea!  And they 

came to play a very important part in Jesus'          

resurrection! 

 

He is risen!  He is lord of my life.  His is the way 

to the kingdom of God (on earth as it is in heaven).  

It's true!  The centurion, Nichodemus, Joseph, and 

countless other  examples confirm it!  Let us hold 

onto this assurance, to this Good News - especially 

in these gut-wrenching times.  And let us           

remember its proven power ... and then use it. 

 

I think Prime Minister Sharif is absolutely right:  

We must change mindsets!  Pakistan is a long way 

from Cape Cod, but maybe we can still be of help.  

Maybe by just showing how much our mindsets 

have been changed ... maybe as we as a nation  

really go out of our way to see what the centurion 

saw ... maybe others will also come to a strange 

warming of the heart and mind. 

 

It's the only way I know of to the kingdom of     

Jesus! 

 

Blessed Day After Easter 

Pastor Bob 
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&ÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ /Æ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ Ǫ 9ÏÕÔÈ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ   

April Jubilations 
 

Church Family Events & Activities: 

 

Special Thanks: To our church family! Thank 

you for supporting our Youth Mission Trip 

Bake Sale Fundraiser last month! We made 

over $500.00 and couldnôt have done it    

without you! Thank you for your support!  

 
Bus Stop Ministry: We need help covering days 

when Evy has her day off. If interested in 

lending a hand, please see Evy.   

 
Do you like to make quilts? We will be giving 

our High School Graduates each a prayer 

quilt this coming Childrenôs Sunday in June 

and are in need of      

seamstresses. We have 10 

graduates and need 5 more 

quilts. Please see Evy to 

help.  

 

Need a Spring Clean Up? 

Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser Yard 

Clean Up! Hire the Youth Mission Trip 

Team! We are providing services for 6 homes 

on Saturday April 9th from 9am-4pm. 

$100.00 per yard,            includes: meeting 

awesome teens, having your yard cleaned up, 

removal of leaves (it helps if we can dispose 

of the leaves on your property, mow lawns (if 

you have a lawn mower at your house) and 

supporting our Youth Mission Trip Team! If 

you would like a group to come to your 

home, please sign up in the Narthex, we have 

3 slots in the      morning and 3 in the after-

noon. Remember, only 6 slots are available! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Movie Night for our children at our           

Community Dinner: Enjoy a FREE Happy 

Meal Dinner here at Northside on Tuesday 

April 19th from 5-6:30pm! Then join us for 

a movie and crafts in the library! Friends 

welcome!  

 

Children & Family Ministry 

 

Group 16 ~ Lunch and Games: Sunday April 

17th after church until 1:30pm. All of our 

Sunday School Children are invited to join us 

for chicken nuggets & smiley faces for lunch, 

then enjoy games and bake something 

scrumptious! Sign Up! Invite a Friend!   

 

 

Confirmation Class:  

 

Youth Group: 

 

Youth Mission Trip Payment: Due Sunday 

April 3rd, your next payment of $100.00.  

 

Friday-

Sunday April 1st-3rd Weekend 

Confirmation 

Retreat        

Weekend 

Sunday April 3rd 10am 

Communion 

Worship         

Service (6) 

Monday April 4th 6:30-8pm Class 6 

Tuesday April 5th 7-8pm 

2nd Opportuni-

ty to attend Ad. 

Council 

Monday April 11th 6:30pm Class 7 

Thursday April 21st evening 

Make Lunch for 

the Miracle 

Kitchen 

Friday April 22nd morning 

Serve Lunch at 

the Miracle 

Kitchen in    

Hyannis 

Monday April 25th 6:30-8pm Class 8 
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&ÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ /Æ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ 9ÏÕÔÈ 
-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ  ɉÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄɊ 

Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser :: Yard Clean 

Up! Saturday April 9th from 9am-4pm we 

will be cleaning yards to raise funds for our 

Youth Mission Trip! Lunch is included! Make 

sure to get dropped off and picked up at 

Northside. Sign up on the Sunday School Bul-

letin Board and remember if you canôt make it, 

for good favor of our team, youôll owe $50.00. 

 

 Youth Mission Trip Meeting: Sunday April 

10th after church! Please meet in the Old            

Fellowship Hall. We will be going over     

payments, final paperwork and upcoming 

dates. Make sure to RSVP to Evy! 

 

Young Adult Ministries: 

 

We have opportunities for our College Age students 

that are not quite 21 to serve in leadership as Junior 

Chaperones. Interested in joining? Please see Evy! 

You can also check out our events and other  activities 

online at www.northside-umc.org! 

 

Announcements  

 

In need of some financial assistance to attend a trip 

or event? Have multiple kids in your herd and 

want to make sure they all can come? We want to 

make sure that any child/youth wanting to attend any 

trip or function has the opportunity to go. We can        

always work out payment plans, help with                 

scholarships and much more. Please do not hesitate to 

ask. We love all of our children and youth and want 

all of them to enjoy every program and event that is 

offered in our church family. We offer scholarships, 

payment plans and cap-off amounts for families.  

 

FYI: Evy will be with the Confirmands for their 

Confirmation Retreat Weekend on Sunday April 3rd.  

 

April Scripture 

 

ñLook, there on the mountains, the feet of one who 

brings good news and who proclaims peace!ò   

   ~ Nahum 1:15 

With peace & love,  

Evy 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

1  Elizabeth Conn 

  Hannah Mosher 

  Cassandra Starling 

 Grace Weeks 

 Kayla Weeks 

2 Russell Peach 

3 Charlotte Pike 

8  Jannelle Ferro 

9  Bob Hirschman 

  DeDe Weeks 

11  Eileen Urquhart 

  Kellen Perry 

12  Claire Larson 

14  Laurie Gregory 

16  David Weeks   

  Willow Davis 

18  Michele Savini 

  Laura Peterson 

19  Dot Venning 

20  Alex Baker 

22  Betty Herr 

  Ray Gilbert 

23  Ann Berg 

24  Austin Gregory 

29  Dorothy Crawley 

30  Olivia LaBarge 

  Rae Rylander 

  Diane Barstow 

http://www.northside-umc.org/
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FREE COMMUNITY DINNER: Tuesday, April 19, 

2016 at 5pm (all are welcome to eat or serve!) 

 

MIRACLE KITCHEN PREP: Thursday, April 21st, 

2016 at Northside (we will prep together at 4pm) 

 

MIRACLE KITCHEN MEAL: Friday, April 22nd, 

2016 (join us in service!) 

 

Alongside these opportunities is the Changing the 

World Loose Change Outreach Project. Aprilôs 

focus is Independence House in Hyannis. By 

bringing your loose change and putting it in the    

collection plates on Sundays you are making a      

difference and showing you care about those in    

significant need in our community who have had 

flee their homes due to various situations.             

Independence House primarily helps women and 

children all over Cape Cod who have had to leave 

their current situations due to abuse etc and helps 

them get back on their feet by providing temporary      

shelter, food and counseling. This is an amazing    

program and one that is        

beneficial to many who are in 

dire situations. Please help          

support this local group with 

your loose change. Interested in 

learning more about this group 

or want to see if there are     

volunteer opportunities then 

please click here:     

http://ndependencehouse.org 

 

 

Another way to participate in outreach is to          

purchase DYECH Cards before you go   shopping at 

Stop and Shop! All cards are sold after the service in 

the fellowship hall. A portion of the sales is donated 

to preventing homelessness on Cape Cod. Thank you 

for your continued support! Stay tuned for more    

information about this group and look for new and 

exciting ways on how you can participate in              

additional opportunities while having fun! 

 
As always if you are interested in getting  involved, 

want to donate, or jump in and to  engage in various 

activities please see a member of the outreach team! 

You all are welcome to  participate! Thank You! 

 

 

OUTREACH 
 

 

JOIN US IN SERVICE! Northside is engaging in 

multiple outreach ministries and is excited at the 

amount of individuals who have stepped up to donate, 

serve and participate. Itôs a great opportunity for        

everyone to help make a difference in our local         

community and thereôs   always something for every-

one! If you are interested in helping us to focus on 

how we as a church family can begin to make a     

difference in our community and transform lives, then 

please join us in our many outreach ventures in April! 

We pray that with the       

variety of places and            

activities to engage in that 

you will join us! Stay tuned 

for events that are           

happening at church and in 

the community on the bulle-

tin board. 

 

 

For the month of April some opportunities that we 

will continue to offer include preparing, providing 

and serving a meal at Champ Homes monthly, and 

continuing with our monthly community dinners. We 

will also be continuing to support our local food           

pantry ministries through various ways and focusing 

on a specific need each month so stay tuned!  

 

Our food focus this month at the Yarmouth Food 

Pantry is Breakfast Foods (Cereal, Pop 

Tarts, Pancake Mix, Syrup, etc)! If you are able to 

provide any of these items the pantry would be          

grateful as they are in short supply of these items 

right now. If you are interested in  participating in this 

ministry bring your donated items to church and place 

the items in the brown box by the church offices.            

Additionally, if you are looking to get involved in an 

outreach project and see what being 

in mission is all about then join the 

Northside family at the Yarmouth 

Food Pantry and see mission in     

action!  

 

 

Important Dates: 

CHAMP HOMES DINNER: Monday, April 25, 2016 

at 4pm (we will gather at Northside) 
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Taize Prayer: Taize is an amazing worship service 

unlike any other! Come and enter into a time where 

sacred silence, poetry, scripture, incredible music and 

peace open your heart to all that God had to offer. In 

April we will gather together and be led by Gayle Kerr 

into an hour service that all are welcome to attend.  

 

Please join us for an enriching time on  

Tuesday April 12th at 7pm 

 Questions please see Gayle or Kate. 

 

 

Weekly Learn to Cope Meeting: Every Tuesday at 

7pm at Yarmouth Police Department. Support, Coun-

seling, and free Narcan training at 7PM. Learn to Cope 

is a support group for parents and family members 

dealing with a loved one addicted to heroin,             

Oxycontin, and other drugs. All are welcome to attend 

and there is no cost to attend. For more information or 

if would like to attend or have questions please call 

Learn to Cope at 5087385148 or please contact           

Yarmouth Police Department. If we are all educated 

then we can make a difference and save lives 

 

urelearning.upperroom.org/courses 

The God We Can Know:  Exploring the I AM  

Sayings of Jesus 

Need a little more? 

http://endhunger.org/lent/ 

http://devotional.upperroom.org/emaildevotional 

Our Wesleyan Heritage 

Grace 

Grace is central to our understanding of Christian 

faith and life. 

Grace can be defined as the love and mercy given 

to us by God because God wants us to have it, not 

because of anything we have done to earn it. We 

read in the Letter to the Ephesians: ñFor by grace 

you have been saved through faith, and this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God ð not the  

result of works, so that no one may 

boastò (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Our United Methodist heritage is rooted in a deep 

and profound understanding of Godôs grace. This 

incredible grace flows from Godôs great love for 

us. Did you have to memorize John 3:16 in Sunday 

school when you were a child? There was a good 

reason. This one verse summarizes the gospel: ñFor 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not    

perish but may have eternal life.ò The ability to call 

to mind Godôs love and Godôs gift of Jesus Christ 

is a rich resource for theology and faith.ò 1 

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist        

movement, described Godôs grace as threefold: 

¶ prevenient grace 

¶ justifying grace  
¶ sanctifying grace 
 

 

 

 

Christian Education 
 

 

"Life is like a box of chocolates, you never know what 

you're gonna get."  or in our case - Easter 

Eggs!  Could be chocolate, could be jelly beans, could 

be last year's Easter egg that was hiding under the      

sofa!  We hope your Easter is full of hope, love and all 

your favorite flavors. 

Upcoming study in April:  Advanced Lay Servant 

course Lay Pastoral Care Giving 

Women of Faith - April 13 from 6-8pm  

Can't make it to a study here at Northside, try an 

online option. From Disciple.com Rediscovering Our 

Spiritual Gifts, Christian Meditation Practices  

From The Upper Room 

http://endhunger.org/lent/
http://devotional.upperroom.org/emaildevotional
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/our-wesleyan-heritage#EN1
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&ÒÏÍ 9ÏÕÒ 4ÈÒÉÆÔ 3ÈÏÐ 
Transportation is provided to and from Sunday      

Worship for those who meet at the Thrift Shop at 

9:30am.   
 

 

 

MondayðFriday, 10am-3pm  

Saturdayð10am-4pm 

 

The address is 18 Hall Street in  

Dennis Port 

Telephone:  508-760-5300. 

 
The Thrift Shop in in need of  volunteers, if you have 

extra time and would like to make a difference please 

contact Terry Curry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a list of upcoming books and locations. I left 

the location of May to be determined as we have had a 

spring dinner out  the last 2 years in May and that was 

fun! if you can think of a restaurant with a private 

space for us let me know! Happy Easter! 

  

   

April 20     Kitchen Privileges  Mary Higgins Clark 

 @ Marilyn Bouchardôs 

 

May 25      The Girl on The Train  Gillian Flynn 

 @ Tbd 

 

June 22      The Secret Chord  Geraldine Brooks 

 @ Linda Schneiderôs 

 

Any questions please contact Donna Raymond at    

raymondg2@comcast.net or 508-362-8912 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Northside Church family, 

Thank you for your prayers, calls, cards, hugs, 

and presence during my brother's battle with 

cancer and passing. We felt surrounded and 

supported by everyone at Northside. What an 

example of God's love in action! 

God bless you.    

Linda and Pastor Bob 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a great Easter Sunday, not only did we 

have the Choir we also resurrected the 

Northside Bells to play Easter Song. 



7 

Same Gender Relationship Policies 

within The United Methodist Church 
information from Pastor Bob 

 

The United Methodist Church continues to struggle 

with its policies regarding our LGBT brothers and 

sisters.  This will be a key topic at General            

Conference in May of this year.  I thought I would 

pass along some information for your awareness and 

to open the door to conversations privately and as a 

United Methodist Congregation.  Please feel free to 

email me or to stop by to share your thoughts and 

questions. 
 

I have included 3 articles herein: 
 

The first is a portion of an article sharing the advise 

of some Bishops to the [then pending] June 2015 

U.S. Supreme Court ruling, which legalized gay  

marriage nationwide.  The second article previews 

upcoming General Conference related debates. It 

talks a lot about a change to Conference procedures 

aimed at facilitating more holy conferencing and dis-

cernment.  The third article is a bit dated; but it seeks 

to shed some light on the wider  denominational  

ramifications of this debate.  It also sights some re-

sources and ways to be in prayer,  discussion, and 

discernment. 
 

In 2008, I volunteered to participate on a yearlong 

ñLGBT Dialog Team.ò  My heart and mind were 

strangely warmed and enlightened by this                    

experience.  Let us be in holy dialog and prayer for 

unity with all Godôs Beloved and for our United 

Methodist Church.  Amen. 
 

Bishops offer advice after gay marriage ruling 

By Heather Hahn 

June 30, 2015 | NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) 
 

How can a United Methodist pastor minister to    

same-gender couples and not run afoul of church 

law? 
 

A number of United Methodist bishops in the United 

States are striving to answer that question in the wake 

of the U.S. Supreme Court decision legalizing              

same-sex civil marriage in all 50 states. 
 

Other bishops are celebrating with those who           

celebrate and mourning with those who mourn the 

decision. Like the members of their flocks, the           

bishops have varied personal reactions to the    

ruling. But many noted in public messages that 

they want to respond pastorally to all United 

Methodists in their areas. 
 

ñThis is not a time to draw lines in the sand but        

rather a time to come together in prayer for one     

another and for all those with whom God calls us 

to be in ministry,ò said Nashville (Tennessee) 

Area Bishop William T. McAlilly in a statement. 
 

He leads United Methodists in the Tennessee and 

Memphis Conferences. Three of the couples         

involved in the landmark Supreme Court case 

were in Tennessee. 
 

To be clear, the Supreme Court ruling does not 

change church law, which prohibits pastors from 

conducting and churches from hosting 

ñceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions.ò 
 

The Book of Discipline, the denomination's book 

of its policies and social teachings, defines      

marriage to be between a man and a woman. 
 

At the same time, The United Methodist Church 

calls for civil rights for all people regardless of 

their sexual orientation, and the church is called 

to be in ministry to all people. 
 

Only General Conference, the denominationôs top 

lawmaking body, can change church policy. 

[End of article.] 
 

Changes to church policy are on the agenda for 

the May 2016 General Conference, as described 

in the following article. 
 

Preview to General Conference debate on     

homosexuality 
 

By Heather Hahn and Kathy L. Gilbert 

Jan. 25, 2016 | PORTLAND, Ore. 

For Dorothee Benz, the debate is about ñwhether 

and how The United Methodist Church will    

continue to discriminate.ò 
 

For the Rev. Bill Arnold, the debate is about what 

church unity looks like and how the                  

denomination lives into its mission statement. ñI  

consider institutional unity a minimum,ò he said. 



8 

Their conversation was a preview of what many 

United Methodists expect to be the most passionate 

and difficult debate at the 2016 General Conference 

Ƅ determining how the denomination ministers with 

gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. 
 

Their conversation was a preview of what many 

United Methodists expect to be the most passionate 

and difficult debate at the 2016 General Conference 

Ƅ determining how the denomination ministers with 

gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. 
 

Arnold and Benz were among the speakers at a         

pre-General Conference briefing that drew some 400 

delegates and other United Methodists to the Oregon 

Convention Center on Jan. 20-22. During the             

gathering, United Methodists also tested an             

alternative process proposed by the Commission on 

General Conference for discussing legislation dealing 

with tough issues. 
 

The commission and others in the church are trying 

to find a different way to build consensus in the    

debate that has raged in the denomination for more 

than 40 years. 
 

The United Methodist Book of Discipline, the        

denominationôs book of law, since 1972 has         

proclaimed that all people are of sacred worth but the 

practice of homosexuality is ñincompatible with 

Christian teaching.ò The denomination bans the     

performance of same-sex unions and ñself-avowed 

practicingò gay clergy. 
 

The debate has intensified in recent years as more 

jurisdictions and nations, including the United States, 

legally recognize same-sex marriage. More United 

Methodist clergy, including a retired bishop, have 

officiated openly at same-sex weddings and some 

United Methodists have raised the possibility of a 

denominational split. 
 

At the same time, African bishops have explicitly 

called on The United Methodist Church to hold the 

line on its teachings regarding sexuality, especially 

the one that only affirms sexual relations in            

monogamous, heterosexual marriage. Bishops do not 

vote at General Conference but their guidance can 

shape discussion. 
 

At the 2016 General Conference, delegates can 

choose to apply an alternative ñGroup Discernment 

Processò to any of 99 petitions. 
 

ñThe 99 pieces of legislation are about LGBTQ 

people Ƅ not human sexuality. This is about human 

beings,ò said the Rev. L. Fitzgerald ñGereò Reist 

II, secretary of the General Conference. 
 

Parameters of the debate 

Benz explained what she sees as the stakes of the 

church debate. 
 

She spoke of a Nigerian gay man who found      

asylum in the United States after being threatened 

by his brother and tortured by police. She told of a 

14-year-old boy who sent an anonymous e-mail to 

a United Methodist pastor. The boy wrote that he 

was considering suicide because he could not 

shake his attraction to boys and believed God hated 

him. 
 

ñWhat we do as a church, what we do as General 

Conference delegates, has life-and-death           

consequences,ò Benz said. She is a General       

Conference delegate from New York and founding 

member of Methodists in New Directions, an          

unofficial advocacy group. She is also gay. 
 

Stanislas Kassongo, a delegate from the           

Democratic Republic of Congo and a professor of 

medical ethics, offered a different take. 
 

ñIn my tradition, the subject of sexuality is taboo,ò 

he said through an interpreter. ñThat means this 

subject is only discussed in a family, but really in 

the midst of the couple.ò He added that he did not 

discuss sex with his five children, four of whom 

are now married. 
 

What the church teaches about sexuality he sees as 

God-ordained and in no need of further discussion. 
 

Arnold, a delegate from Kentucky and Old         

Testament professor at Asbury Theological      

Seminary, noted that United Methodists are united 

in deploring violence and sharing doctrine. 
 

But what heôd like to see is a stronger form of 

church unity. He is a backer of the Covenantal    

Unity Plan, which includes proposals to strengthen 

penalties for those convicted of chargeable         

offenses, as well as making it easier for clergy and 

congregations that disagree with church teachings 
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to leave the denomination.  

Benz said she is happy to affirm unity amid             

theological diversity. "What I wish we could get to is 

a genuine theological diversity that doesn't translate 

into prosecution and punishment of a minority," she 

said. "What I don't understand is why that persecution 

is necessary for people who don't agree with us to 

have their own theological integrity." 
 

The Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, a member of the 

Connectional Table from West Michigan, explained 

how the church leadership body developed legislation 

it hopes can be ñA Third Wayò in the debate. The 

Connectional Tableôs proposal essentially              

decriminalizes homosexuality in church law. If it 

passes, clergy would not risk church trials or the loss 

of their credentials for officiating at same-gender 

weddings or, in some conferences, coming out as 

openly gay.  
 

Bigham-Tsai, a district superintendent, noted she still 

visits churches that do not want a woman pastor in a 

denomination where women have had full clergy 

rights for 60 years. She sees that as a sign of hope ð 

that the denomination is holding together despite 

some profound differences. 
 

ñI made a choice to believe my LGBTQ brothers and 

sisters. I do not understand the complexities of any 

other human being. What if we just choose to be-

lieve? Letôs believe the people we love and care 

about,ò she said. 
 

How the alternative process works 

To go forward with the alternative discussion process, 

General Conference delegates will need to approve 

rule changes when they meet May 10-20, 2016, in 

Portland. 
 

Immediately after a session on Christian conferenc-

ing, participants at the pre-General Conference           

briefing were given a chance to try out the alternative 

system using a ñmockò piece of legislation. Sitting at 

round tables, small groups were presented guidelines 

for conversation aimed at respectful listening and         

language. They got the legislation and a small group 

process sheet to work through the process, which is 

based on the principles of Christian conferencing. 
 

Bishop Christian Alsted, who leads the Nordic and 

Baltic Area, led the earlier session on Christian             

conferencing. Church leaders pray the spirit of    

Christian conferencing will imbue General                

Conference. 

Alsted said that Christian conferencing should be 

used throughout the denominationôs highest         

governing body to exercise leadership on all        

actions. 
 

ñItôs not just a method or process to be used at     

certain times on certain issues. It is more than polite 

disagreement, itôs not a feel good way to be         

together, nor has it been a way to come together. 

Itôs a Weselyan way of being church in the world,ò 

Alsted said. 
 

ñChristian conferencing is a means of grace,ò he 

said. ñGod is always present and conveys his grace 

when we practice.ò 
 

John Wesley asked, ñDo we not converse too long? 

Is not an hour enough?ò 
 

ñImagine if we only had one hour to settle our    

business. What priorities would be made?ò Alsted 

asked. 
 

At the end of the briefing, Reist reported the results 

of the alternative process test. He said ñthere was no 

support for change at this time.ò 
 

He noted one of the teams did not return a report 

and there were several questions for clarification. 
 

Call for unity 
 

Whether delegates opt for the alternative process 

remains to be seen, but there is no question many 

church leaders are hoping to prevent the debate 

from damaging the churchôs mission. 
 

Throughout the briefing, participants heard calls for 

the church to remain unified Ƅ if not necessarily 

uniform Ƅ and for church members to extend grace 

to each other. 
 

ñMy prayer, my value, is that our theology of grace 

é will permeate our conversation,ò Arnold said at 

the beginning of his remarks. ñIf I take a position or 

I say something you feel is hurtful, please assume 

that as best I can see in my heart it doesnôt come 

from a place of hate but rather it comes from a place 

of love.ò 



10 

 

The Rev. Jean Hawxhurst, who works for the             

denominationôs ecumenical office, warned during 

opening worship Jan. 22 that infighting and disunity 

hurts the United Methodist ñwitness of salt and light.ò 

ñItôs hurting our influence on culture,ò she said, ñand 

making people like my brother think there is no hope 

because weôre just like everyone else. That is hurting 

our witness of Jesusô love.ò 
 

Hahn and Gilbert are reporters for United Methodist 

News Service in Nashville, Tennessee. Contact them at 

(615) 742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. 

 

Bishops seek to help church ófind wayô on             

homosexuality 

By Heather Hahn 

May 29, 2014 | NASHVILLE, Tenn. (UMNS) 
 

Should a church debate over same-sex marriage result 

in denominational divorce? Not if United Methodist 

bishops can help it. 
 

Eight United Methodist bishops from across the theo-

logical spectrum recently released a new book from the 

United Methodist Publishing Houseôs Abingdon Press: 

ñFinding Our Way: Love and Law in The United Meth-

odist Church.ò 
 

Like the church members they lead, the bishops have 

differing perspectives on homosexuality and what the 

Bible says about it. The bishops also offer different 

suggestions for a way forward. Still, not one calls for a 

complete breakup, amicable or otherwise. 
 

TO JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
 

Visit ministrymatters.org/findingourway to read more 

commentaries related to the homosexuality debate and 

share your thoughts on ñFinding Our Way: Love and 

Law in The United Methodist Church.ò 
 

Retired Bishop Rueben P. Job and Neil M. Alexander, 

the president and publisher of the United Methodist 

Publishing House, initiated the work and served as edi-

tors of the 115-page volume of essays. Job also wrote a 

popular book on John Wesleyôs teachings ð ñThree 

Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living.ò 
 

ñWe believe it is at times like these that we need most 

to draw upon the rich resources of our faith and       

Wesleyan tradition,ò they told United Methodist News 

Service in a joint response by email. 
 

ñWe plead for a quality and character of debate 

that is rooted in the saving grace of Jesus Christ, 

mindful of Wesleyôs three simple rules and that 

demonstrates that the people called Methodists 

choose to grapple with controversial issues in 

ways that edify and build up the body of Christ.ò 
 

All royalties will be donated to the denomination-

wide Imagine No Malaria effort to eradicate          

preventable deaths from the disease in Africa. 
 

[Iôve skipped over some of the article here.] 
 

Germany Area Bishop Rosemarie Wenner, a        

former Council of Bishops president, writes that 

faithful United Methodists in her country have 

varied ways of interpreting the Bible. 
 

ñI am convinced that we need to learn to live with 

our diversity related to human sexuality,ò she 

said. ñNo matter what decisions are made at the 

next General Conference, we will continue to live 

as a denomination where people have different 

opinions on this issue and on many difficult          

questions.ò 
 

She takes encouragement from John Wesley, who 

in his sermon ñCatholic Spiritò wrote: ñThough 

we canôt think alike, may we not love alike? May 

we not be of one heart, though we are not of one 

opinion?ò 
 

A split in the denomination is a real possibility, 

Job and Alexander acknowledged. 
 

ñPerhaps the result of the current turbulence and 

division over a range of issues will lead to 

schism,ò they told UMNS. ñWe hope not and do 

not see how drawing lines in the sand and           

choosing sides represents the best of our calling 

or our promise as the church of Jesus Christ.ò 
 

*Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United 

Methodist News Service. Contact her at (615) 

742-5470 or newsdesk@umcom.org. 

 

mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org
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April 2016 

Northside's April 2016 Calendar of Events 
SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

          1 2 

          
Confirmation Retreat 

Weekend 
Confirmation Retreat 

Weekend 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10am Service     
Confirmation Retreat 

Weekend 

6:30pm Confirmation 
Class 

10am Bible Study                          
7pm Ad Council 

8:30am Garden Club            
10am Playgroup              

11am Northside 
Stitchers'                    
6pm Worship                     
7pm Choir 

  
Youth Mission Trip 
Spring Clean-up 9-4 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

10am Service                  
11am Yourth Mis-
sion Trip Meeting 

6:30pm Confirmation 
Class 

10am Bible Study           
6:30pm Trustees           
7pm SPRC                   
7pm TAIZE 

10am Playgroup                   
5:30pm Christian Ed                           
6pm Ladies small 

group 

  10am Careabouts                
7pm Choir 

    

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

10am Service                
11am Group 16 

4pm Champ Homes 
10am Bible Study                     
5pm Community 

Dinner 
    7pm Choir 9am Miracle Kitchen   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

10am Service 
6:30pm Confirmation 

Class 
10am Bible Study             
7pm Outreach 

10 am Playgroup         
7pm Book Club 

7:30am Men's 
Breakfast                     
7pm Choir 
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The Northside Spirit 

Northside United Methodist Church 

701 Airline Road, Brewster, MA 02631 

Follow us on Twitter @NorthsideUMC    Like us on facebook www.facebook.com/northsideumc 

 

ALDERSGATE SUMMER CAMP BROCHURES ARE HERE! 

 
Aldersgateôs 2016 Summer Camp Brochures have arrived and are available for    

everyone! You can still experience and old favorite like Camperôs Choice programs 

that give campers choices of over a half-dozen programs for their week.  Our most 

popular week, Living Arts, culminates with a camper performance of Shrek the    

Musical, Jr. this summer.  You can also pick a specialty program, like Early 

Explorers, Discovery Camp, Campers vs Wild,   Encore!, Curtain Call, Adventure 

Chef, G.O. Camp (Girls Only), and Horseback Riding. Finally, in Family Camp  

programs, including both week-long and weekend experiences, families get to      

experience Camp Aldersgate together. Grandparent & Me is always a fun time for grandparents and          

grandchildren to spend some quality time together. Prices are based on  a three-tier system,  helping to ensure 

that all families can afford camp for their children and youth.  Camperships are also available. Visit 

www.campaldersgate.com or call Aldersgate at (401)568-4350 for more information. 


